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dawn slanted across the Bay on the land breeze. The shrimp
fleet lay spread out in a half-moon, the tips of the crescent
three miles apart, each junk moored fast to the buoy of a
shrimp net. The Chinese were asleep below.

Jack was ordered to throw Young Scratch and George,
one of the patrolmen, each on to a junk, and make fast to a
third himself. He ran up under the lee of a junk, shivered
his mainsail into the wind, and glided past the stern so
slowly that Young Scratch stepped lightly aboard. By now
a conch shell was sounding the alarm. The decks were
beginning to swarm with half-naked Chinese. Jack rounded
the Reindeer alongside another junk for George to spring
aboard. Then he threw out his mainsheet and drove down
before the wind on a junk to the leeward. The boats came
together with a crash, the two starboard sweeps of the
junk crumpling. An evil-looking Chinaman with a yellow
silk bandanna tied around his pock-marked face let out a
curdling yell of rage, planted a pike pole on the Reindeer's
bow, and began shoving the entangled boats apart. Jack
paused long enough to let go the jib halyards, and just as
the Reindeer cleared he leapt aboard the junk with a line
and made fast.

Alone, unarmed, he stood facing five threatening China-
men, each of whom carried a long knife under his sash. They
advanced upon him threateningly, but he stood his ground
and put his hand on his hip pocket. The Chinamen retreated.
He ordered them to drop anchor at the junk's bow. When
they refused, he went forward, let go the anchor, and with
his hand still on his empty hip pocket forced the Chinamen
to board the Reindeer, He then sailed his boat to the junk
on which he had left George, who herded his Chinamen on
board at the point of a revolver.

The Chinaman wearing the yellow bandanna brushed
against Jack's hip pocket and felt that he had no revolver.
He quickly incited his men, who prepared to rush the two
patrolmen and throw them overboard, George, the deputy
with the revolver, was in a funk and demanded that Jack
put the Chinamen ashore on the beach at Point Pedro, He